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Joseph G. Jabbra
CLH at LAU: The inexorable march of civilization

Riyad Nassar
Expending the scope of our Heritage
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CLH at LAU:

The inexorable march of civilization

President Jabbra opening, as always,
one of the CLH's lectures.

The passion to seek indefatigably the vivid revival, sorely
needed exposure, strong defense and, in a deeply troubled
Lebanon, the caring protection of our noble heritage, is indelibly
etched forever in the heart of our vibrant and talented poet Mr.
Henri Zoghaib, Director of the LAU Lebanese Heritage Center. In
fact, Poet Zoghaib’s consuming passion constitutes the eternal
flame that keeps his mind aglow with love, affection and joy in
his devoted, vigorous and unstoppable drive to reveal to us,
with pride, the grandeur and splendors of our rich, enriching
and, above all, civilizing Lebanese heritage.
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An incomparable conviction

Inthe summer of 2004, | was elected president of LAU. My first
meeting that year with Poet Zoghaib was impressive. He spoke
to me about his aspirations for the “Center” with incomparable
conviction; he put forth his well- marshalled arguments about
the importance of the “Center” in the promotion of our heritage,
and why | should, as the new University President, give it my
wholehearted support.

Although | had to address many university challenges, | did
not need to be persuaded about the importance of heritage
preservation and promotion in the life and history of our beloved
Lebanon. | was greatly enthusiastic about the “Center”’s goals

and made their achievements an important priority for LAU.

During my presidency of 16 years, | witnessed with awe
the fledgling “Center”’s unflagging drive for success under
Poet Zoghaib’s tireless leadership. He celebrated and exposed
through various activities all distinguished Lebanese thinkers,
writers, musicians, singers, lawyers, politicians, statesmen,
painters, sculptors, engineers and many other professionals
from the past and present. In various and innovative ways, the
“Center” covered widely Gibran Khalil Gibran, Amine Rihani,
the Rahbani Brothers and Fairouz, as well as the history of the
Baalbeck Festivals.

Achievements and endeavors

One of the highlights of the “Center”’s achievements, under
the leadership of Poet Zoghaib, was the establishment of a
biannual journal of activities, Mirrors of Lebanese Heritage. The
new journal has covered in its issues conferences (chief among
them are three on Gibran), discussion and critique of important
books, theatrical and musical performances, visit of French writer
Ernest Renan to Lebanon and his stay for one year in Amchit
with his wife Corneille and his sister Henriette, studying the
archeology of the region for the French government. Included in
the journal as well was the exploration of Lebanese emigration
to the United States, analysis of key periods in the evolution of
Lebanon, Lebanon in national and international archives, and
other pertinent topics. As a result of Poet Zoghaib’s impressive
endeavors, about 20,000 Lebanese attended the on-campus

Poet Henri Zoghaib has always been firmly convinced that
without a profound commitment to and contagious passion for
our heritage, no Lebanese can achieve greatness in the service of
their country. | am delighted and honored to state emphatically
that poet Zoghaib has excelled in being a unique advocate for
the preservation and promotion of the heritage of our beloved
Lebanon. He is now savoring the joy, unlike any other joy, of
celebrating, with a bit of a swagger, the twenty-year anniversary
of the LAU Lebanese Heritage Center.

One day... A proposal

It all began in 2002 when Poet Zoghaib proposed to then LAU
President Riyad Nassar the establishment at LAU of a Lebanese
heritage center. Dr. Nassar loved the proposal, endorsed it
and had it approved by the LAU Board of Trustees. What both
President Nassar and LAU Board of Trustees liked about poet
Zoghaib’s proposal was its clearly articulated objective to
become a central library for Lebanese achievements in all
facets of life. For both, these achievements were remarkable
contributions to the inexorable march of civilization in its ever
blossoming and noble human endeavors. Dr. Nassar, the LAU
Board of Trustees, and Poet Zoghaib wanted LAU to be the
undisputed leader in Lebanon in preserving and exposing the
rich Lebanese heritage, which included in their judgment a
breathtaking vista of cultural, artistic, literary, musical, scientific
and medical accomplishments. In his tireless drive to meet his
objective, Poet Zoghaib’s main concern was to transmit the
many facets of our Lebanese heritage from one generation
to another. He meticulously realized his goal, during my LAU
presidency, by expanding significantly his efforts and increasing
exponentially his activities through weekly panels, seminal
lectures, focused webinars after the advent of Covid-19 and
musical performances, all celebrating and critically examining
the different elements of our absolutely stunning heritage. While
civilized nations of the world value and preserve their heritage,
unfortunately the successive Lebanese governments paid no
attention to our trove of achievements, so well encapsulated
in our heritage, nor honored our brilliant Lebanese achievers.
To his credit, Poet Zoghaib, with LAU’s unconditional support,
decided to take up this challenge, overcoming difficulties and
obstacles, and converting challenges into stunning successes

Joseph G. Jabbra é



Expending the scope
of our Heritage

President Nassar opening a CLH's lecture.

During my Presidency, | always had discussions with the VP of
Academic affairs about initiating something that will promote our
culture. Dr. Nabeel Haidar, the VP of academic affairs at that time,
suggested the idea of setting up a Lebanese heritage institute. Despite
the tight budget we had, | thought that investing a small budget to
start the “Center” would bring visibility to the work of many women
and men who contributed to the development of the Lebanese culture.

The idea was discussed with our colleagues. And after the final
decision was made, | asked the VP to search for someone to head the
“Center’ A few days later he came up with the name of the poet Henri
Zoghaib as possible Director and | agreed. The “Center” started in
early 2002.

Now that the “Center” is celebrating the twentieth year of its
existence, | am very happy that the director, Poet Henri Zoghaib, has
worked diligently to expend the scope of the “Center” from a few
lectures a year into an organization that conducted research, held
workshops, and produced series of publications. | am also grateful
for the President Jabbra and President Mawad for supporting the
“Center” and hope the “Center” will continue to flourish and shed
light on our rich culture and heritage.

monthly activities of the “Center” since its inception until the
advent of Covid-19, all praising and thanking LAU and Poet
Zoghaib for playing a leadership role in preserving and exposing
to Lebanese and non-Lebanese alike Lebanon’s unique heritage.

Innovative productions

As director of the “Center’] Poet Zoghaib has also focused on
fostering the creation of new works that added to the cultural
heritage of the country. It is not enough to look at the past and
live its glory, said Poet Zoghaib. There should be new artistic
productions worthy of this classification, he added. In that
regard, the “Center” made possible, in 2018, the production of a
Mozart opera, “Bastien and Bastienne’; which was performed by
Lebanese singers.

To the credit of poet Zoghaib, the “Center”’s discussions,
expert evaluations of particular artists and writers, and audience
commentaries were all recorded, published in special books or
issues of Mirrors of Lebanese Heritage, and distributed freely to
panel participants and workshop attendants, and to all libraries,
universities and schools across Lebanon and even beyond.

No doubt, under Poet Zoghaib’s leadership and with LAU's
continuing support, the “Center for Lebanese Heritage” will
continue to grow in stature, and expand its outreach. With
passion and pride, it will continue to transmit to all Lebanese,
and especially to our young men and women, a heritage that
is dazzling in its multifaceted achievements, remarkable in its
glowing history, stunning by the caliber of its authors, and
striking by the quality of its varied contributions to humanity.

On the celebration of its twenty- year anniversary, | am proud
to extend to LAU, to Poet Henri Zoghaib, and to all those who
have contributed to the meteoric rise of the “Center for Lebanese
Heritage” my heartfelt congratulations.

Alf Mabrook!

Joseph G. Jabbra 0
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3:00pm - 4:00pm THIRD PANEL (in Arabic)

SPEAKERS: The Poet Henri Zoghaib - Preserving Our
Lebanese Heritage at Home and Abroad
Dr. Sawsan El Hady — Kahlil Gibran and Arabic
Literature in China
Dr. Suheil Bushrui —The International Association
for the Study of the Life and Works of Kahlil Gibran

MODERATOR: Dr. Nesreen Akhtarkhavari

4:00pm - 4:30pm BREAK

4:30PM - 5:30PM GENERAL SESSION (Open Discussion)
CHAIRMAN: The Poet Henri Zoghaib

7:00pm - 9:00pm Dinner Honoring Dr. Irfan Shahid

who will deliver the keynote address entitled,
Ameen Rihani (1876-1940)

The Apostle of Arab-American Relations:

The Various Dimensions of his Relevance

in the 21st Century

CHAIRMAN: Dr. Suheil Bushrui

Sunday, December 9, 2007

9:30AM - 11:00AM BREAKFAST AND CONCLUDING REMARKS
CHAIRMAN: Mr. Joseph R. Haiek

The Arab-American Historical Foundation
Second Arab-American History Conference

Organized in association with
‘The Office of International Programs, the University of Maryland

nd

and in collaboration with

The Department of History
at the University of Maryland

Reviving Arab-American History:
The Cultural and Literary Contribution

The Arab-American Historical Foundation will be holding a conference at the University of Maryland,
College Park, December 7-9, 2007.

The program will include a variety of panels that address the importance of collecting, preserving,
and b- history, with a specific emphasis on the cultural and
literary contributions of that history.

The cultural and literary contribution of Arab-American writers at the turn of the century exerted a
profound influence on both America and the Arab world. These writers enriched America where they
spent the greater part of their lives after arriving as young immigrants from the Middle East. America’s
dynamism opened up a world of possibilities to them, and gave rise to the unique East-West synthesis
that the English works of Kahlil Gibran, Ameen Rihani, Mil
works of these three, as well as the other members of the
lliya Abu Madi, Nasib “Arida, and ‘Abd-al-Masih Hadd,
literary renaissance in Lebanon and elsewhere in the Arab world. Such a contribution to two distinct
literary traditions was an admixture of Arab and American culture. Their achievement symbolizes the
achievement of America itself, a nation of immigrants out of which was created a society, diverse yet
united

il Naimy, and others represent. The Arabic
Bond (al-Rabita al-Qalamiyyah)—such as
contributed to the quickening of an Arab

VENUE
UMUC Inn and Conference Center by Marriott
3501 University Boulevard East
Adelphi, MD 20783
Tel: 301-985-7300

For more information, please contact.

Mr. Joseph R. Haiek, The Arab-American Historical Foundation 818 507 0333

Arab-American History Conference

Reviving Arab-American History:
The Cultural and Literary Contribution

PROGRAM

Friday, December 7, 2007
6:00pm - 8:00pm Conference Reception

Saturday, December 8, 2007
9:00am - 10:00am Registration and Breakfast

10:00am - 10:15am Welcoming Address
and Opening Remarks

Mr. Joseph R. Haiek, President, Arab-American
Historical Foundation

Dr. Paul Shackel, Director, Center for Heritage
Resource Studies

Dr. Saul Sosnowski, Director,

Office of International Programs

10:15am - 11:15am FIRST PANEL

SPEAKERS: Dr. Anan Ameri - The Arab American National
Museum: Past, Present, and Future
Dr. Michael Suleiman — Arab-American History:
We Neglect it at our own Peril
Dr. Edmund Ghareeb -The Legacy of Andrew
Ghareeb

MODERATOR: Dr. Mounzer Sleiman

11:15am - 11:30am BREAK
11:30am - 12:30pm SECOND PANEL
SPEAKERS: Dr. Miles L. Bradbury — Sourcing Ameen Rihani

(1876-1940)

Richard Shadyac, Esq. — The Story of St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital
Dr.SamiAsmar-ContributionsofArab-American
Scientists, such as Farouk al-Baz, Charles
Elachi, and Moustafa Chahine to the American
Space Program and Benefits to Life on Earth

MODERATOR: Mr. Michael W. Dravis

1:00pm - 2:30pm LUNCH
KEYNOTE SPEAKER: His Excellency Clovis Maksoud — Our Arab
Heritage
CHAIRMAN: Dr. Edmund Ghareeb

v €
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International Organizing
Committee
(in alphabetical order):
Suheil Bushrui, Marwan Charrouf,
Mahmoud Chreih, Susan Halstead,
Imad Mufarrij, May Rihani, Tania
Sammons, Henri Zoghaib

Coordinators

+  International:

Suheil Bushrui (U.S.A.)

+  The Arab World & Asia:
Henri Zoghaib (Lebanon)

+  Europe: Jean-Pierre Dahdah and
Mahmoud Chreih (France) &
Francesco Medici (Italy)

+  North & South America:
Marwan Charrouf (U.S.A.)

+  Africa: Fatma Essassi (Tunisia)

4+  Australia & New Zealand:
Glen Kalem (Australia)

For further information, please contact:

Professor Suheil Bushrui

The George and Lisa Zakhem Kahlil
Gibran Chair for Values and Peace

1133 Taliaferro Hall
University of Maryland
College Park, MD 20742
(301) 405-3711

sbushrui@umd.edu

The Second International
Kahlil Gibran Conference

Reading Gibran In an Age of Globalization and Conflict

Organized by

The George and Lisa Zakhem
Kahlil Gibran Chair for Values and Peace at
The Department of Anthropology

and

The Center for International Development and Conflict Management in
The College of Behavioral and Social Sciences
The University of Maryland

and
The Telfair Museum of Art (Savannah, GA)

in collaboration with

The International Association for the
Study of the Life and Works of Kahlil Gibran

The Center for Lebanese Heritage
Lebanese American University (Beirut, Lebanon)

Min Ajl Lubnan
and
Oneworld Publications (Oxford, UK)

May 3 -6, 2012
The Marriott Inn & Conference Center UMUC
3501 University Boulevard, East
Hyattsville, MD 20783

r.r
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LAU New York Academic Center
with the Ci of Leb. in New York

and The Center for Lebanese Heritage at LAU Beirut
invite you to a special evening on

Kahlil Gibran:
Lebanon’s message
to the world

Commemorating the centennial
of his first English book
“The Madman” (NY 1918)

Thursday, May 24, 2018
LAU New York Headquarters
and Academic Center
211 East 46th Street

5:45 Welcome Reception

6:45 Opening Remarks

«Poet Henri Zoghaib — Director of The Center for Lebanese Heritage, LAU Beirut

7:00 Keynote Speaker

«Dr. Philip Salem — Writer, President of Salem Oncology Center, Houston, TX

7:30 Panel Presentation

“+Poet May Rihani — Director of the Gibran Chair for Values and Peace —
University of Maryland

«+Prof. Roger Allen — University of Pennsylvania (Emeritus)

Followed by Q & A Discussion
RSVP
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2. GIBRAN, LE MONDE ARABE ET LA NAHDA [16:30-17:45]

Boutros Hallaq

La littérature chez Gibran, un enjeu existentiel

Professeur émérite des Universités. Agrégé darabe, docteur és lettres
et sciences humaines de la Sorbonne ; ancien directeur du CEA (centre
des recherches des études arabes) a Paris 3; initiateur avec Heidi Toelle
de [Histoire de la littérature arabe moderne (trois tomes parus chez Actes
Sud) et auteur, entre autres, de Gibran et la refondation littéraire arabe
(Prix de la Francophoniie).

Issa

Gibran, écrivain réformateur

Ecrivain et poéte, docteur en anthropologie sociale et culturelle, il a publié
plusieurs ouvrages en arabe et en francais, et a traduit des auteurs francais
et latino-américains. Lauréat du prix Max Jacob (2009). il est lauteur

de plusieurs études sur Gibran

Elisabeth Saylor

Gender Politics in the Early Nahda Fiction of Kahlil Gibran
(1906-1912)

Professeure adjointe au département des langues et des littératures
étrangéres au sein de [Université de l'état de Caroline du nord a Raleigh.

Meriem Boughachiche

Présence de Gibran au Maghreb

Maitre de conférences a la Faculté des Lettres et des Langues
de lUniversité Fréres Mentouri Constantine | (Algérie).

3. TRADUIRE GIBRAN [18:00-19:00]

Abdallah Naaman

Traduire Gibran

Ecrivain bilingue (arabe-francais). Auteur d'une trentaine d'ouvrages,

iLa collabore a plusieurs encyclopédies. Sa trilogie Le Liban-Histoire d'une
nation inachevée a recu le prix de lAcadémie des sciences d'Outre-Mer
en 2016.

Jean-Pierre Dahdah

Traduire Gibran en francais

Traducteur de Gibran en francais, notamment de ses CEuvres complétes
parues dans la collection «Bouquins», auteur d'une biographie de Gibran
et d'un Dictionnaire de l'ceuvre de Khalil Gibran.

Francesco Medici

Gibran's “Prophet” in all the Languages of the World
Chercheur. Traducteur en italien de nombreuses ceuvres de Gibran,

CONCLUSION

Temoignage de Caitilin Twain, petite-fille de Charlotte Teller, amie et modéle de Gibran.

Des textes de Gibran seront lus durant les pauses par le comédien Hammou Graia.

132 2o

[’ .
Lebanese American University

1

Date: Jeudi 3 octobre 2019 de 15:00 a 19:00
Lieu: IMA - Paris

Pour la 56me fois, la rencontre Gibran réunira des
de Gibran autour de thémes ayant trait a la vie et lceuvre de lauteur du Prophée.
Ouverte au grand public, elle apportera un éclairage nouveau sur les sujets abordes.

DISCOURS D'OUVERTURE

Henri Zoghaib

Directeur du Centre du Patrimoine Libanais (LAU). Poéte, écrivain, critique
littéraire, auteur de plusieurs recueils de poesie, d'essais et de biographies.
dont trois sur Gibran. Lauréat de [Académie mondiale de la poésie 2019.

May Rihani

Directrice de la Gibran Chair for values and peace au sein de [Université de
Maryland. Ecrivaine, auteure de trois recueils de poésie en arabe et de sept
livres en anglas.

1. LA SPIRITUALITE DE GIBRAN [15:15-16:15]

Alexandre Najjar

Gibran, écrivain et peintre panthéiste

Ecrivain et avocat, auteur de trente ouvrages dont cinq sur Gibran et
directeur de LOrient littéraire. Lauréat du prix Gibran, il a collabore aux
CEuvres complétes de Gibran parues dans la collection «Bouquins>.

Daniel Larangé
L'apport du transcendantalisme américain a l'ceuvre de Gibran
Enseignant, auteur de plusieurs publications, dont Poétique de la fable
chez Khalil Gibran.

Jad Hatem
Théomonisme et soufisme chez un chrétien d'Orient
i de littératy t de sciences
a lUniversité Saint-Joseph de Beyrouth, auteur d'une centaine
de publications, dont des études sur Gibran.

RP Khalil Chalfoun

Jeésus dans l'ceuvre de Gibran

Recteur de [Université La Sagesse a Beyrouth, auteur d'une these sur
La figure de Jésus-Christ dans l'ceuvre de Gibran.

r.IA
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Mirroring Lebanon’s Heritage
May Rihani
Washington, D.C.

Lebanon’s unique heritage is
deeper, wider, and higher than
borders. It is comprised of the
contributions of sons and daughters
raised in Lebanon as well as those
from a vast sea of immigrants
who sought opportunities and
knowledge in distant corners of the
world.Though many had traveled far
—to the Americas, Australia, Europe,
the Far East, and Africa -- their
contributions are a testament to the
bond they feel to their heritage.

The thought leaders who
contributed to the Lebanese heritage
mastered new disciplines and expressed their ideas and insights
in Arabic but also in other languages, such as French, English,
and Portuguese. All of them, however, contributed fully to our
heritage through their writings, innovative ideas, and works.
Their contributions have enriched us provide a roadmap that
others may build upon.

The Lebanese heritage, therefore, is a compass that leads
us to defining in the most accurate way our identity and our
culture. | believe this is why the prestigious Lebanese American
University, (LAU,) established the Center for Lebanese Heritage
with the mission of gathering the achievements of Lebanon’s
stars so that all of us can better understand and be enriched by
the fruit of their efforts.

The Center was established 20 years ago in 2002. Under the
guidance of its director, Henri Zoghaib, the Center is a source of
knowledge about the many facets of our heritage and culture.

Among the key programs that the center organized over the
20 years are:

a) Numerous conferences, panels, and lectures about the

Lebanese contributions not just to Lebanon but also to the
Arab world in the field of literature and poetry in launching
the Arab Literary Renaissance;

b) Seminars and presentations about Lebanese composers
and how their music, even though fully rooted in the
Oriental culture, was able to also connect with the Western
culture;

3rd conference on Gibran (LAU Beirut)

c) Art exhibitions of key artists who are household names in

classical and modern fine art; and

d) Panel discussions and debates focused on the importance

of the pioneers in all these fields including the pioneering
efforts in children’s literature.

In addition to serving as a platform from which many thought
leaders and academicians present and analyze significant cultural
contributions and their role in shaping and enriching the cultural
identity of Lebanon, the Center recognizes the importance in
linking up with similar centers around the world. This enables
the Center for Lebanese Heritage to highlight the contributions
of Lebanon and its impact in other countries. For this reason,
Center Director Henri Zghaib established a partnership with the
Gibran Chair forValues and Peace which resides in the University
of Maryland (UMD) in College Park. As a result of this partnership,
five international conferences about Gibran were organized, two
in the US on the campus of UMD, one at LAU in Beirut; one in
New York City, and one at the Institut du Monde Arabe in Paris,
France. Lebanese, French, and American audiences listened to
academicians from more than
10 international universities
about one of Lebanon’s giants
and his contributions to world
civilizations.

From my perspective, the
Center for Lebanese Heritage
is a lighthouse that guides
ships searching for knowledge
to reach and learn about a
rich and varied tapestry that
reflects Lebanon’s cultural,
literary, artistic, and innovative
achievements that are truly
deeper, wider, and higher than
borders can contain.

5th conference (IMA Paris)
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Le CLH a la LAU: I'ermite qui garde le temple
Abdallah Naaman
Neuilly-sur-Seine — France

Henri Zoghaib est un phénomeéne atypique de I'écriture
arabe. Une référence incontournable dans la sphére éditoriale
au Liban et dans I'ensemble du Levant.

Comment parler de lui avec sérénité lorsqu’on a partagé
ensemble un long cheminement intellectuel depuis plus de
soixante ans? Rude entreprise a I'hiver de la vie lorsqu’il faut
commencer a préparer ses bagages avant I’'envol. Plus difficile
encore est de définir cet homme de lettres multiple et acharné,
un dévoreur de papier a nul autre pareil. Un homme polyvalent
a souhait, a la fois pressé et méticuleux, un lecteur boulimique,
un passeur du savoir doté d'une vaste culture, un écrivain
prolifique a I'ceuvre abondante et éclectique. Un poéte surtout,
un amant passionné du beau qui, parallelement, se permet
des incartades pour produire quantité d'essais, de critiques
littéraires et de traductions variées, mais aussi des dizaines
d’émissions télévisées, des milliers d’articles dans la presse et
autant d’émissions radiophoniques, sans oublier la participation
a des conférences et I'organisation de colloques a travers le
monde... et j'en oublie | Né dans le cassetin de l'imprimerie,
Henri a été baptisé dans I'encre du savoir, a bourlingué dans le
vaste univers des mots, des idées, des concepts, les adoubant et
les taillant a sa guise comme un sculpteur ou un joaillier. Arrivé
a I’age présumé de la retraite, le trublion ne démissionne pas. Il
lui était impossible de lacher I'écriture, sa maitresse de toujours,
omniprésente dans tous ses actes et gestes quotidiens! Il se
léve avec la plume a la main et ne se couche qu’avec les livres.
J’allais dire qu’il couche avec eux...

La soixantaine passée, le toujours frais et pimpant Henri
assume toujours de nouvelles responsabilités, a I'Université
et dans I'édition, dirigeant le “Centre du patrimoine Libanais”
a la LAU, préfacant et éditant une revue trilingue de grande
tenue, Mardya al-turdth, poursuivant une mission quasi-
sacerdotale, comme un ermite qui garde le Temple: défendre la
langue, diffuser le savoir, dénicher les perles enfouies, publier
les manuscrits perdus, rendre hommage aux génies vivants ou
disparus, prolongeant une carriére d’écriture jusqu’a plus soif.

“Parce quec’étaitlui; parce quec’étaitmoi’C’est probablement
la phrase la plus célébre de Montaigne, et celle qui vient le plus
volontiers a I'esprit lorsqu’on évoque I'amitié exceptionnelle qui
lia au XVle siecle I'auteur des Essais a son alter ego La Boétie,
avant que celui-ci ne meure prématurément. Henri et moi avons
eu plus de chance: a notre premiére rencontre en culottes
courtes, qui fut par hasard en déambulant en direction du lycée,
nous nous trouvames si pris, si proches, si complémentaires, si
séduits et si transparents, qu’on aurait parlé d’'un rare coup de
foudre existentiel et intellectuel. Soixante ans apres, je suis fier
de répéter que cette amitié et cette complicité m’honoreront ad
vitam aeternam.
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